
THINGS TO REMEMBER 

WHEN LOOKING FOR SCHOOLS 

THERE  IS  NO  ONE  SIZE  FITS  ALL .  

No one school will be perfect for your child, your 

boss’s child, and your best friend’s kiddo. So for all of 

the chatter you hear at the playground and all of the 

reviews you see online, know you aren’t looking for 

the school that fits everyone. You are looking for the 

school that fits your child and your family. 

KNOW  WHAT  YOU  CONTRIBUTE .

Every school will have something they could be 

doing better. Decide which 1-3 factors matter 

most and in which order because the goal is to 

find the school that prioritizes those three 

factors the same way you do.  Focusing on 

factors 4-20 can distract you from the most 

important considerations. 

PERFECT  SCHOOLS  DON 'T  EXIST .

Since no school is perfect, it will be on you to provide 

experiences to supplement or make up for what the 

school does not do well. It will be important for you 

to determine what you have the capacity to 

contribute (time, money, knowledge, etc.) before you 

get too deep in the process. 

KEEP  THE  END  IN  MIND .

When you visit a school, don’t laser focus on the 

classroom that will serve your child most 

immediately.  You want to know what your child 

will be like at the end of his/her experience at 

that school. On your visit, ask to start with the 

oldest kids and work your way down. 

IT ’S  WHAT ’S  INSIDE  THAT  COUNTS .

 What makes a school great isn’t the building or 

even the technology, It’s the people inside. When 

you visit a school pay attention to everyone: 

teachers, groundskeepers, students, staff–everyone. 

If people don't look happy to be there, your child 

might not either. 

SCHOOL  IS  MORE  THAN  ACADEMICS .

School is the place where kids will learn to be confident, capable and successful–or not. The 

reality is kids don't learn as much where they don’t fit socially, which is why you shouldn't 

choose schools based solely on rankings. 
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