


Crumbine Education Consulting was started in 2013 to use the insight we've 

learned over twenty years in education to help parents who wanted the best 

education for their children know how to find it. Everything we do, every piece of 

literature we write at Crumbine Ed is about helping parents feel confident in their 

ability to find the best school for their children. 

Here's what's included in the Get the Most Out of School Visits Guide: 

Thank you for allowing me to help you find the best school for your 

son/daughter. I am honored. 

Aisha Crumbine 

Crumbine Education Consulting

3 Steps to Help You Choose Well - Start here. These 3 tips will help you 

narrow your focus and determine the most important factors in your 

school search. 

4 Things That Matter When Looking For A School - When I visit schools, 

these are the four things I'm paying the closest attention to--you should 

too. 

Navigating School Admissions -The Student Edition - For parents with 

students entering middle or high school, you absolutely want to involve 

your son or daughter in the process. Nothing invests students more in 

their education than being a part of the decision-making process. (You 

can use this tool too!) 



Get clear on your child's learning habits, 
personality, and how they respond/interact with 
others. All of those things will influence how they 

show up and experience a particular school.

CHOOSE WELL

CREATE AN AVATAR 
FOR YOUR CHILD.1

Write out what you want to be true for your child 
at the end of elementary/middle/high school. 
What kind of person do you want them to be, 

experiences and opportunities you want them to 
have access to.

BEGIN AT THE END. 2

Once you know where you're starting and where 
you want to go, it'll be easier to figure out what 

you need from a school to get you there. This 
becomes your list of priorities that will guide your 

school search.

CHART THE COURSE.3

CALF: CULTURE • ACADEMICS • LEADERSHIP • FACILITIES



The best job description with the best pay isn't enough to overcompensate for an 
unwelcoming work environment. The same is true for schools. Culture matters. Want to 

know how to assess a school's culture? Look at how the people in the building interact with 
each other. Student to student. Teacher to student. Teacher to teacher.  Parent to parent.

THINGS THAT MATTER

CULTURE

ACADEMICS

FACILITIES

CALF: CULTURE • ACADEMICS • LEADERSHIP • FACILITIES

When you tour, look and listen to the real work happening in classrooms. Are the 
students doing work that is meaningful? Relevant? Are students being asked to 

THINK verses recall/restate facts? Are students engaged and actively contributing 
or is it 'sit and get'? Want to know more about their curriculum or student results? 

Ask!

When you choose a school, you are buying into the leader's vision with the 
confidence that s/he can make it a reality. How well does the school leader 

communicate the school's vision? Does that vision align with what you want for 
your son/daughter? How well could you draw a line between that vision and 

what you see on campus? Is it real or lip service?

LEADERSHIP

SMART boards, top of the line technology, turfed athletic fields--all things you'll 
see called out on a tour. For some, this doesn't matter at all. 

For others, it matters a lot. 

Note: Not all of these categories are equal. Decide the order in which these matter to you 
before visiting schools. You wouldn't want to be so wow'd by facilities that you forget to 

tune in to leadership.



ACADEMICS
Flight Magazine is in need of an e-commerce enabled web site to sell magazine

subscriptions, videos and clothing to members of the hydrofoil community. Flight

also needs a separate web siteintimately connected to the magazine site for the

Flight Hydrofoil World Championships, which is held every two years. Flight also

needs a large amount of imagery from the sport of hydrofoiling and updated

content from future events. 

LEADERSHIP

FACILITIES

CALF: QUESTIONS TO ASK

CULTURE



Student Edition



Finding the best school for you...is all about YOU!

www.CrumbineEd.com

Helping families find the best schools

What are two things you’ve learned about yourself during middle school? 

How do you think that will play a factor in the high school that will be a

good fit for you? 

Choosing a school is both an exciting opportunity and a great responsibility! 

This is a time when you get to think back on your school experience to figure 

out when you learn best, what kind of teachers motivate you to learn, as well 

as what type of people you enjoy being around.  This document will help you 

think through what’s important to you and will help you communicate your 

reflections with your parents who join you in making this important decision. 

Self-awareness is key
Take some time to answer the following questions. The best time of day to do 

this is just before you go to bed or over breakfast or dinner with your parents. 

Your answers will help you zero in on what matters most to you in a school.
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Finding the best school for you...is all about YOU!

www.CrumbineEd.com

Helping families find the best schools

Think about all of the teachers you’ve had.  Which of your teachers taught 

you the most? What did this teacher do to help you learn? 

What are 2-3 things you are really good at/interested in academically and 2- 

3 things socially? What are 2-3 things you need to be better at (academically 

and socially)? 

Now think about a class where you don’t think you learned as much.  What 

about that class didn’t work for you? Was it the teaching style? Your 

classmates? The type of assignments?  
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So what's next?

www.CrumbineEd.com

Helping families find the best schools

Describe your perfect school. Think about what you'd like to study, what type of 

extracurriculars you’d like, the social experience, the type of teachers you'd 

want, everything. You’ll use this as your guide when you visit schools. 

What are you looking for in a school?  

Why do you think their school is a good fit for you? 

What you offer their school? 

CHECK THIS OUT!

THEY'LL ASK, AND YOU'LL HAVE ANSWERS.

Almost every school will ask you 3 questions:  

Read over your answers and figure out the 3 most important things you want in a 

school. Write them below and share this list with your parents. They will be super 

proud of you and will do everything they can to help you get exactly what you 

want.
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Visiting Schools

www.CrumbineEd.com

Helping families find the best schools

Visiting a school gives you an opportunity to see if you can picture yourself 

as a student in the school. Here are a few things you should keep in mind 

during your visit: 

Pay attention to how the teacher teaches and how the students engage. 

Do the students participate? Do they ask questions? Do they look like they are 

enjoying their work or do they look bored? Would you enjoy being in this class? Is 

the teacher explaining the material in a way that you would understand? 

If you get a chance to see the school during lunch or passing periods, check 

out how kids interact with each other. 

Do they look happy? Are there a lot of kids who don’t? What are your thoughts on 

the diversity? Do kids make eye contact and speak to you, even though you’re 

technically a stranger? These things will be helpful as you think about finding your 

social niche—the thing that makes school fun. 
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How long have you been a student here? This is a good warm up question. 

What are your 3 favorite things about this school? Listen for things that overlap 

with what interest you. If 6 out of 10 people say the drama department is 

awesome, and you love acting, the school might be a good fit.  If you get a good 

variety of answers, that’s great–especially if you don’t know what you are 

interested in just yet. 

What are two things you think could be better about the school? Most kids will say 

uniforms—that’s why you ask for two things.  

Who’s the best teacher you’ve had? Why was he/she so good? It’s definitely a 

nerdy question, but it’s an important one to ask. If you hear a lot of different 

teachers’ names, it means there are a lot of good teachers at the school.  Ask 

several students to get a good read. 

How hard or easy would you say it was to find your group of friends here? 

What do kids here do for fun? Does their type of fun sound like your type of fun? 

 

Don’t be afraid to talk to students. 

Introduce yourself and ask them a few questions. You don’t have to ask all 

of these—just pick the ones you think are most important. 

 

 


