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Crumbine Education Consulting was started in 2013 to use the insight we've learned 

over twenty years in education to help parents who wanted the best education for 

their children know how to find it. Everything we do, every piece of literature we 

write at Crumbine Ed is about helping parents feel confident in their ability to find 

the best school for their children. 

 

Here's what's included in the Choosing Great Schools Guide:

 

 

 

 

 

As you begin to think about what you and your child need from a school, let this be 

your starting point. Doing so will help make sure you are focusing on the most 

important factor in choosing a school–your child.

 

Thank you for allowing me to help you find the best school for your 

son/daughter. I am honored.

 

 

Aisha Crumbine

Crumbine Education Consulting

3 Steps to Help You Choose Well - Start here. These 3 tips will help you 

narrow your focus and determine the most important factors in your 

school search.

4 Things That Matter When Looking For A School - When I visit schools, 

these are the four things I'm paying the closest attention to--you should 

too. 



Get clear on your child's learning habits, 
personality, and how they respond/interact with 
others. All of those things will influence how they 

show up and experience a particular school.

CHOOSE WELL

CREATE AN AVATAR 
FOR YOUR CHILD.1

Write out what you want to be true for your child 
at the end of elementary/middle/high school. 
What kind of person do you want them to be, 

experiences and opportunities you want them to 
have access to.

BEGIN AT THE END. 2

Once you know where you're starting and where 
you want to go, it'll be easier to figure out what 

you need from a school to get you there. This 
becomes your list of priorities that will guide your 

school search.

CHART THE COURSE.3

CALF: CULTURE • ACADEMICS • LEADERSHIP • FACILITIES



The best job description with the best pay isn't enough to overcompensate for an 
unwelcoming work environment. The same is true for schools. Culture matters. Want to 

know how to assess a school's culture? Look at how the people in the building interact with 
each other. Student to student. Teacher to student. Teacher to teacher.  Parent to parent.

THINGS THAT MATTER

CULTURE

ACADEMICS

FACILITIES

CALF: CULTURE • ACADEMICS • LEADERSHIP • FACILITIES

When you tour, look and listen to the real work happening in classrooms. Are the 
students doing work that is meaningful? Relevant? Are students being asked to 

THINK verses recall/restate facts? Are students engaged and actively contributing 
or is it 'sit and get'? Want to know more about their curriculum or student results? 

Ask!

When you choose a school, you are buying into the leader's vision with the 
confidence that s/he can make it a reality. How well does the school leader 

communicate the school's vision? Does that vision align with what you want for 
your son/daughter? How well could you draw a line between that vision and 

what you see on campus? Is it real or lip service?

LEADERSHIP

SMART boards, top of the line technology, turfed athletic fields--all things you'll 
see called out on a tour. For some, this doesn't matter at all. 

For others, it matters a lot. 

Note: Not all of these categories are equal. Decide the order in which these matter to you 
before visiting schools. You wouldn't want to be so wow'd by facilities that you forget to 

tune in to leadership.



ACADEMICS
Flight Magazine is in need of an e-commerce enabled web site to sell magazine

subscriptions, videos and clothing to members of the hydrofoil community. Flight

also needs a separate web siteintimately connected to the magazine site for the

Flight Hydrofoil World Championships, which is held every two years. Flight also

needs a large amount of imagery from the sport of hydrofoiling and updated

content from future events. 

LEADERSHIP

FACILITIES

CALF: QUESTIONS TO ASK

CULTURE


